"MARSE HENRY"

He was not at all what his enemies represented
him to be, a sot, a gambler and a roue. In appear-
ance a benignant burgomaster, tall and stalwart;
in manner and voice very gentle, he should be de-
scribed as first of all a man of business. His weak-
ness was rather for money than women. Speaking
of the most famous of the Parisian dancers with
whom Ms name had been scandalously associated,
he told me that he had never met her but once in
his life, and that after the newspaper gossips had
been busy for years with their alleged love affair.
<(I kissed her hand," he related, "and bade her
adieu, saying, *Ah, ma'mselle, you and I have in-
deed reason to congratulate ourselves.' "

It was the Congo business that lay at the bottom
of the abuse of Leopold. Henry Stanley had put
him up to this. It turned out a gold mine, and then
two streams of defamation were let loose; one from
the covetous commercial standpoint and the other
from the humanitarian, Between them, seeking to
drive him out, they depicted Mm as a monster of
cruelty and depravity.

A King must be an anchorite to escape calumny,
and Leopold was not an anchorite, I asked him
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